
 

 

The Nativity of Jesus in Bethlehem (from The Likeness of Christ) 
  

 The cave of Bethlehem is an exact presentation of the paradox of 
Christianity. It is austere and forbidding. Even in the daylight and under 
the bright sun the cavern would look miserable and uninviting. In the dark-
ness it was positively repellent. The glimmer shed by Joseph’s lantern was 
not strong enough to shed a cheerful light; it served but to reveal and to 
bring out into relief every harsh and rude feature. The sides dripped with 
moisture and showed bare and jagged. Through openings in them, here and 
there, the wind moaned dismally. The strong draughts increased the natural 
chilliness of the place. The floor was uneven and covered with straw that 
had been trampled to filth by the animals. What was in the rude manger, 
though clean, was coarse and prickly; it scarcely tempered the hardness of 
the few planks for the Infant limbs. The dripping of the water and the 
sounds of the animals as they stirred in their rest, falling on the ear, inten-
sified the general feeling of comfortlessness. And all these things, the cold, 
the darkness, the roughness of the straw, the unpleasant odor, concentrated 
their arrows of suffering on the tender Body of the Baby that had just been 
born in this inhospitable place. Sensitive in the extreme, the Child-God 
quivered with pain, and broke into infant wails. He willed to be as an ordi-
nary child. He was not yet at the age when, as our Model, He would con-
trol His feelings and support His sufferings without flinching. And all who 
wished to be with Jesus—to come close to Him—were drawn into these 
miserable surroundings, first Mary and Joseph and then the shepherds. 
They all had, in order to get near Him, to suffer the same cold, the same 
misery, the same abandonment —to share in everything which provided a 
marked contrast to the scenes that were taking place in the village above. 
From it floated down the pleasant sounds of revelry and feasting. Every 
house was brilliantly illuminated and the lights shone on faces that were 
bright with laughter and excitement. The rooms glittered with vessels in 
which were set out delicate things to eat and drink. The cheerful music set 
the young people dancing, whilst the old exchanged confidences with their 
friends who had come from a distance. An agreeable warmth pervaded 
every house. Each one vied with the other in the effort to gratify every 
sense and to dispel in a whirlwind of gaiety and pleasure the tedium of life. 
How they would have shuddered at the dreariness and discomforts of the 
cavern in the chalk cliff! The cave and the City! What a remarkable con-
trast! In the city seems to be all the “joie de vivre” on the hillside nothing 
but misery and discomfort. Yet which of the two groups of personages en-
joyed the greater happiness? Need we ask? The revelers find dissipation 
but not happiness, and in the very act of enjoyment are filled with a sense 
of dissatisfaction. On the other hand, what intense happiness is to be found 
at the side of the manger! The very absence of everything calculated to 
please the senses leaves the soul free to enjoy itself more largely. It is not 
of that which benefits the body, but of that which benefits the soul that all 
men stand in need. This is the lesson preached so eloquently by the silent 
Babe.   

 

 



 

 

 
 

Christmas Blessing 
The Religious Community of St. Aloysius Retreat House and Our Mother 
of Perpetual Help Chapel wish to extend to all our parishioners their pray-
ers and blessings for a grace-filled Christmas and a holy and happy New 
Year.  

Vigil of the Nativity 
Though it no longer binds under pain of sin, the Vigil of the Nativity was 
traditionally a day of fast and abstinence, having one full meal with no 
meat. Two smaller collations, which combined equal less than a full meal 
are permitted.  

Thank you 
A very big Thank You to all who have worked so hard to make the cere-
monies this Christmas a success, especially those whose work is over-
looked, along with the cleaners, decorators, flower arrangers, donors, 
servers and choir - May God reward your sacrifices and charity.  
 

Prayer Request 
Please continue your prayers for Mr. Luis de los Reyes and for Betty 
(sister of Joan Peros) who is battling peritoneal cancer.  
Please pray for Adam Detar, who is in the children’s ICU 
 

Novena of Masses for Christmas 
Custom Christmas cards are available in the back of the chapel with 
which, for a small donation, you may have a loved one remembered in a 
Novena of Masses beginning on Christmas and concluding on Jan 2nd. All 
proceeds go to the support of the Retreat House. 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
Sunday, January 6th, Feast of the Epiphany, the men of the HNS will 
be serving delicious pancakes, with sausage & orange juice, from 
11:00am-12:30pm at St Athanasius, San Jose. Families are encouraged to 
come and enjoy a breakfast with the priests and each other.  
 

Sunday, Jan 13, Feast of the Holy Family, 11th Annual Ladies’ Tea at 
St Aloysius Retreat House, with luncheon and music program.   
 

Saturday, February 2nd, Feast of the Purification, a fundraiser dinner 
at St. Aloysius Retreat House. Bring your beloved to a night in which we 
will honor the legacy of the Archbishop and our dear Society.  

 

7-Day Candles 
The Blessed Sacrament: Alex & Arlene Lopez & Family 
Sacred Heart: 1. TOSF     2. SOM: Families & Conversions 
St Joseph: 1. (Available)     2. SOM: Families & Conversions 

2019 Retreat Schedule  

Men:  Women: 

 Jan 14 - 19 (5-day Ignatian) 

Feb 18 - 23 (5-day Ignatian) March 11 - 16 (5-day Ignatian) 

 

 

 

Society of St Pius X Chapels 
 

St Aloysius Retreat House, Priory - Los Gatos 
19101 Bear Creek Rd 

408-354-7703 
After 5:00 PM Emergency Phone: 408-568-1171 

 

St Athanasius Chapel - San Jose 
1565 S White Rd 

 Los Gatos San Jose  

Sunday, Dec 23  
Fourth Sunday of Advent  
  
  

Mass 8:00am & 10:00am  
Rosary 6:00pm  
  

Mass 7:00am, 8:30am & 
10:00am 
 

Monday, Dec 24  
Vigil of the Nativity 
(Traditional day of fast & absti-
nence) 
  
  

Mass 7:15am & 11:15am 
 
Rosary & Carols 11:00pm  
Adoration of Crib 11:45pm  

Mass 7:45am   
Conf 10:00-11:00am, 3:00-
4:00pm; 11:00-11:50pm  
Carols at 11:00pm 
 

Tuesday, Dec 25  
Nativity of Our Lord 
Holy Day of Obligation 
  
  

Mass Midnight & 10:00am 
  
  

Mass Midnight, 7:00am, 
8:30am, 10:00am  
 
 

Wednesday, Dec 26   
St Stephen, First Martyr 
  
  

Mass 7:15am  
Rosary 6:00pm  
  

Mass 7:45am  
Holy Hr for Vocations 8-9p  

 

Thursday, Dec 27  
St John - Apostle, Evangelist  
  
  
  

Mass 7:15am  
Rosary 6:00pm  
  

Mass 7:45am  
 
 

Friday, Dec 28  <><  
The Holy Innocents  
  
  
  

Mass 7:15am  
Rosary 6:00pm  
  

Mass 7:45am   
 

Saturday, Dec 29  
Day in the Octave of Christmas; 
Comm St Thomas of Canterbury 
  
  

Mass 8:00am  
Rosary 6:00pm  
  

Mass 7:45am 
Conf: 10:00-11:00am 
 
 

Sunday, Dec 30  
Sunday in the Octave of 
Christmas 
  
  

Mass 8:00am & 10:00am  
Rosary 6:00pm 
  

Mass 7:00am, 8:30am & 
10:00am 
 

 

Altar Server Schedule (Los Gatos) 
Dec 23   P Chang, L Cattaneo, M Enriquez, D Cattaneo, S Birss 
 

Dec 25  Midnight: D Stoltz, P Radonich, Ga Stoltz, L Cattaneo, S Birss, T Radonich, 
        W Stoltz, D Cattaneo, Bl Radonich, T Hoang 
Dec 25  10:00am:   TBA 
 

Dec 30  Gr Stoltz, J Cattaneo, D Stoltz, Ga Stoltz, P Chang, L Cattaneo, W Stoltz, 
    P Radonich, S Vojta 
 


